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advanced 800,000 francs on a mortgage given "by the "brothers Coulon, "but it required that M. de Bourrieime should guarantee it. The brothers Couloii failing soon afterwards, the bank enforced its claim on M. de Bourrienne, who disclaimed his liability with the Coulons. As the guaranty was created by private signed documents, secret contracts, and memoranda of accounts, all signed by Bourrienne, a suit ensued, which he lost at first, then gained on appeal, and'tinally lost in the Cour de Cassation. This business with which M. do Bourrienne had associated himself had'much vexed the First Consul, who had an unconquerable repulsion for what is called fctire dc.s affaires. He was shocked at the cause and at the scandal of the suit. Pie never pardoned M. de Bourrienne. He often spoke to me of it at great length with real sorrow, which always degenerated into bitter complaint. He ended by taking his resolution ; he even congratulated himself on having broken the yoke/ Without intending any comparison, he did what Louis XIV. did on the death of Mazarin. One day he said to me, ' I have abolished the title of private secretary. The name has too many inconveniences, I am obliged to recognize them. I desire that you will not take any other title than that of attache to the First Consul ' " (Meneval, tome i. p. 86).
This account of Meneval's will be found to be in fair agreement with the accounts of Bourrienne and of others (see tiavary, tome i. p. 418, and Erreurs, tome ii. p. 11). And the account is to be the more accepted as Bourrienne acknowledges that he had nothing to complain of in the conduct of Meneval. We shall see that similar accusations were made against Bourrienne when he was at Hamburg. But while Meneval impeaches the moral character of Bourrienne, he corroborates his account of the important position held by the secretary; indeed, he almost increases our estimate of it, when he speaks of Napoleon's satisfaction at having " broken the yoke." his purchases wen- not in accordance with his fortune as known to the First Consul. Although their mutual relations seemed not to have altered, still the annoyance that the First Consul did not reveal to M. de I'ourrientte was sometimes betrayed by reflections dropped before me. 11 seemed to me, that the First Consul had special complaints against him which fie had not sufficiently investigated.
